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INTRODUCTION 

The  Fall  River  entrance  is  identified  as  an  existing 
development  in  the  Master  Plan  for  Rocky  Mountain 
National  Park,  approved  in  1976.  The  area  includes: 
the  existing  entrance  station  office  and  kiosks,  the 
Bighorn  District  Ranger  Station  (H.S.  169),  District 
Ranger's  residence  (H.S.  44),  a  fire-fighting  equipment 
storage  structure  (H.S.  168),  a  trailer  home,  a  pump 
house,  and  the  turnoff  road  to  Aspenglen  Campground. 

Because  of  changing  traffic  patterns  around  the  city  of 
Estes  Park,  visitation  from  the  east  on  U.S.  Highway  34 
through  the  Fall  River  entrance  now  exceeds  that  of  the 
Beaver  Meadows  entrance,  where  the  park  administrative 
offices  and  the  primary  visitor  center  are  located. 

The  kiosks  and  office  at  the  Fall  River  entrance  are 
completely  inadequate  for  visitor  information  purposes 
and  no  other  visitor  information  services  are  in  the 
vicinity.  The  heavy  volume  of  visitation  precludes 
entrance  station  personnel  from  taking  time  to  answer 
visitor  questions.  There  are  no  public  restrooms  or 
public  telephones  available  at  this  entrance. 

The  kiosks  and  office  at  the  Fall  River  entrance  are 
unattractive  and  are  deteriorating.  They  were  not 
designed  for  year-round  use,  and  will  soon  require 
replacement . 

The  Fall  River  entrance  is  identified  as  an  existing 
development  in  the  Master  Plan  for  Rocky  Mountain 
National  Park,  approved  in  1976.  The  park's  Statement 
for  Management  (1982)  contains  several  objectives 
appropriate  to  the  proposed  development  at  the  Fall 
River  entrance.   Key  objectives  include: 

to  remove  administrative  facilities  from  the 
park's  interior,  except  where  essential  for  resource 
protection  and  visitor  services,  and  to  centralize  such 
facilities  on  peripheral  lands  having  the  least  impact 
on  visitor  use,  scenic  values,  and  natural  resources. 

to  reduce  congestion  on  park  roads,  improve 
visitor  circulation,  and  minimize  the  impacts  of 
automobiles  on  park  resources. 


to  increase  public  awareness  of  the  park's  fragile 
and  unique  resources,  and  of  the  public  support  and 
cooperation  that  is  needed  to  perpetuate  park  values. 

to  manage  visitor  use  and  enjoyment  of  the  park, 
including  camping,  fishing,  hiking,  picnicking, 
sightseeing,  and  other  appropriate  activities  in  a 
manner  that  is  compatible  with  the  natural  and  cultural 
environment . 

to  provide  park  operations,  activities,  and 
facilities  which  reflect  the  most  advanced  technology 
available  for  reducing  adverse  impacts  on  park 
resources,  and  for  assuring  health  and  safety 
standards . 

A  Development  Concept  Plan  Environmental  Assessment 
(DCP/EA  published  in  September  1987  addressed  a  number 
of  alternatives  for  resolving  the  problems  and 
accomplishing  the  management  objectives  as  described 
above.  The  DCP/EA  described  detailed  development  plans 
and  the  resultant  impacts  of  each  alternative.  The 
subject  document  also  identified  several  alternatives 
which  were  examined  but  later  dropped  from  further 
consideration  for  the  reasons  stated  in  the  document. 
A  Finding  of  No  Significant  Impact  (FONSI)  was  approved 
in  March  1988.  This  document  describes  the  NPS 
decision  on  the  development  concept  plan  for  the  Fall 
River  Entrance  Area.  The  FONSI  documents  that  the  plan 
does  not  propose  actions  which  could  adversely  affect 
the  environment  or  be  considered  as  a  major  Federal 
action  that  is  or  could  become  highly  controversial. 
(Ref.  Appendix  A) 

As  soon  as  funds  are  appropriated,  the  next  step  will 
be  to  prepare  working  drawings  and  specifications  for 
the  project. 

THE  PLAN 

Preliminary  design  at  the  Fall  River  Entrance  Station 
provides  for  three  new  kiosks,  a  new  office,  a  visitor 
center  with  restrooms,  parking  facilities,  and  a 
redesigned  traffic  flow  into  the  park  and  at  the 
Aspenglen  Campground  turnoff.  Refer  to  the  proposed 
Development  Concept  Plan,  Phases  I  and  II  for  the  basic 
elements  and  locations  of  the  proposed  new  facilities. 


The  3,550  square  foot  visitor  center  building  would 
serve  to  provide  park  orientation  and  protection  of  the 
resources.   Functions  inside  the  building  include: 

Lobby  -  1,300  square  feet. 

Information  desk,  association  sales,  8'  x  10'  topo 
relief  map,  information  displays,  entry  to 
auditorium. 

Backcountry  Office  -  140  square  feet. 

Issue  backcountry  permits. 

Auditorium  -  700  square  feet. 

50  seats,  projection  booth. 

Public  Restrooms  -  700  square  feet. 

Open  to  outside;  heated. 

Multi-Purpose  Room  -  200  square  feet. 

Emergency  first  aid,  employee  break  room  with 
sink. 

Office  Space  -  240  square  feet. 

Two  offices  for  interpretation  staff;  one  office 
has  a  safe. 

Exterior  Information  Patio  -  1,200  square  feet. 

Sheltered,  with  map  and  information  displays. 

Hall  Space  -  60  square  feet. 

Storage  -  40  square  feet. 

Janitor  Closet  -  50  square  feet. 

Mechanical  Room  -  120  square  feet. 

Contingent  on  funding,  the  visitor  center  will  possibly 
remain  open  to  the  public  on  a  year-round  basis. 
Should  it  become  necessary  to  close  the  structure 
during  the  winter,  the  information  patio  and  restrooms 


would  be  open  to  the  public.  Therefore,  the  restrooms 
should  be  accessible  from  both  the  building's  interior 
as  well  as  its  exterior. 

The  parking  lot  would  be  constructed  in  two  phases, 
with  the  first  phase  providing  for  approximately  50 
parking  spaces  (including  handicapped  parking)  and 
spaces  for  8  oversized  vehicles.  If  a  need  for 
additional  parking  becomes  apparent,  spaces  for  75 
additional  vehicles  would  be  provided  to  the  west. 
These  additional  spaces  would  be  for  75  cars,  or  15 
oversized  vehicles,  or  a  combination  of  vehicle  type. 

Unlike  the  alignment  of  the  existing  kiosks,  the  new 
kiosks  would  be  somewhat  staggered  to  facilitate 
traffic  flow.  Lanes  between  the  kiosks  would  be  14 
feet  wide,  to  accommodate  snow  plows. 

Realignment  of  the  Aspenglen  Campground  road/Trail 
Ridge  road  junction  is  also  incorporated  in  the 
proposed  design.  The  redesign  eliminates  the 
boulevard-type  intersection,  simplifying  circulation 
and  eliminating  existing  safety  problems. 

The  design  and  construction  of  all  related  facilities 
and  services  will  reflect  consideration  for  the  Fall 
River  Road  Historic  District.  (Ref.  Appendix  B) 
Pursuant  to  Section  106  of  the  National  Historic 
Preservation  act  of  1966,  as  amended  (16  U.S.C.  470f) 
the  NPS  must  take  into  account  the  effect  of  its 
actions  on  those  historic  properties  included  in  or 
eligible  for  inclusion  in  the  National  Register  of 
Historic  Places.  All  actions  which  may  have  an  effect 
upon  historical  properties  will  be  carried  out  in 
accordance  with  Cultural  Resource  Management  Guideline, 
NPS-28  of  the  NPS. 

COST  ESTIMATE  OF  PREFERRED  ALTERNATIVE 

The  following  costs  are  based  on  the  Class  C  estimating 
guide . 

VISITOR  CENTER  AREA 

Visitor  Center  Building  -  3,550  Square  Feet  $   710,000 

Exterior  Info  Patio  -  1,200  Square  Feet  13,000 

Back  Patio  -  600  Square  Feet  5,000 

Furnishings  71,000 
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Landscaping  71,000 

Parking  Lot,  Phase  1-50  cars,  8  oversized  130,000 

Parking  Lot  Entrance  Roads  -  410  Linear  Feet  40,000 

Ranger  Station  Access  Road  -  235  Linear  Feet  25,000 

Employee  Parking  -  8  spaces,  retaining  wall  35,000 
with  steps 

ENTRANCE  ROAD 

Realigned  Road  -  1,400  Linear  Feet  135,000 

Landscape  and  Irrigate  Road  Scar  %  acre  11,000 

ENTRANCE  STATION 

Move  Office  Building  10,000 

3  New  Kiosks  $    75,000 

2  Pulloff  Parking  Spaces  4,000 

Net  Total      $1,335,000 
+31% 413,850 

Gross  Total     $1,748,850 

IMPLEMENTATION 

Because  of  the  modest  scale  of  development  and  related 
cost,  it  would  be  far  more  economical  to  go  with  a 
single  contract  to  accomplish  the  project  even  though 
it  may  take  a  second  year  to  complete  construction  and 
landscaping  activities.  Therefore,  there  is  no  need  to 
phase  project  components. 

STAFFING  REQUIREMENTS 

The  additional  personnel  requirements  for  staffing  the 
visitor  center  would  be  3  GS-3  positions  for  8  months 
of  the  year,  at  a  total  salary  cost  of  $26,500.  To 
staff  the  facility  all  year,  a  full  additional  GS-3 
position  would  be  necessary  at  an  added  cost  of 
$11,802. 

CONSULTATION  AND  COORDINATION 

James  B.  Thompson,  Superintendent,  Rocky  Mountain 

National  Park 
Nola  Chavez,  Landscape  Architect,  Rocky  Mountain 

National  Park 
Craig  Axtell,  Resources  Management  Specialist,  Rocky 

Mountain  National  Park 

11 


Glen  Kaye ,  Chief  of  Interpretation,  Rocky  Mountain 

National  Park 
Ron  Cotton,  Chief  Park  Engineer,  Rocky  Mountain 

National  Park 
Pat  Reed,  North  District  Ranger,  Rocky  Mountain 

National  Park 
Wayne  Gardner,  Landscape  Architect,  Rocky  Mountain 

Regional  Office 
Mary  Lou  McCandless,  Landscape  Architect,  Rocky 

Mountain  Regional  Office 
Jim  Riddle,  Environmental  Specialist,  Rocky  Mountain 

Regional  Office 
William  H.  Sontag,  Chief  of  Interpretation,  Rocky 

Mountain  Regional  Office 
James  M.  O'Shea,  Jr.,  Landscape  Architect,  Denver 

Service  Center 

CONSULTANTS 

Michael  Schene,  Regional  Historian,  Rocky  Mountain 

Regional  Office 
Adrienne  Anderson,  Regional  Archeologist ,  Rocky 

Mountain  Regional  Office 
James  D.  Harps ter,  Chief  of  Communications,  Rocky 

Mountain  Regional  Office 
Nathalie  Powell,  Environmental  Protection  Assistant, 

Rocky  Mountain  Regional  Office 
Lori  Kinser,  Graphics  Specialist,  Rocky  Mountain 

Regional  Office 
Linda  Carlson,  Editorial  Assistant,  Rocky  Mountain 

Regional  Office 
Linda  Finn,  Interpretive  Planner,  Harpers  Ferry  Center 

REFERENCES 

Documents  prepared  by  the  National  Park  Service: 

-  1987  -  National  Register  Nomination 

-  1985  -  Statement  for  Interpretation 

-  1983  -  Natural  Resources  Management  Plan,  Rocky 

Mountain  National  Park 

-  1982  -  Statement  for  Management,  Rocky  Mountain 

National  Park 

-  1976  -  Final  Master  Plan,  Rocky  Mountain 

National  Park 

-  1975  -  Final  Environmental  Statement,  Draft 

Master  Plan,  Rocky  Mountain  National  Park 
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FINDING  OF  NO  SIGNIFICANT  IMPACT 

Environmental  Assessment 
for  the 
Fall  River  Entrance 
Development  Concept  Plan 

The  subject  Environmental  Assessment  examined  two  alternatives 
for  the  development  of  the  Fall  River  Entrance.   After  the  review 
and  comment  period,  it  has  been  decided  to  adopt  the  preferred 
alternative  and  construct  new  entrance  facilities. 

The  Environmental  Assessment  has  undergone  public  scrutiny. 
During  the  review  period,  four  comments  were  received  from  public 
agencies,  three  comments  from  private  citizens  and  one  comment 
from  an  environmental  organization.   The  following  agencies  sent 
comments:   Colorado  Division  of  Wildlife,  Advisory  Council  on 
Historic  Preservation,  Colorado  Office  of  State  Engineer, 
Colorado  Division  of  Highways,  and  the  Colorado  Environmental 
Coalition.   Seven  comments  favored  Rocky  Mountain  National  Park's 
preferred  alternative  and  one  comment  favored  the  no  action 
alternative.   The  comments  raised  some  concerns  about  the 
proposed  development.   As  a  result  of  the  comments,  the  attached 
responses  have  been  included  in  the  final  environmental  assess- 
ment.  However,  no  substantive  changes  were  required. 

The  Environmental  Assessment  as  approved  formalizes  the  develop- 
ment of  the  Fall  River  Entrance.   No  actions  are  proposed  that 
adversely  affect  the  environment.   The  new  facilities  will  be 
designed  to  protect  the  nearby  historic  district,  and  the 
natural  environment.   The  plan  does  not  constitute  a  major 
federal  action  significantly  affecting  the  quality  of  the 
environment,  thus  an  environmental  impact  statement  will  not  be 
prepared. 


Approved:. 
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to  Estes  Park  4.5  miles, 
and  park  boundary 
450  feet 


Entrance  Station 


Fall  River  Road 
Historic  District 

Rocky  Mountain  National  Park 
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Trailer  House 


Pump  House 


District  Ranger  Station 
CH.S.  10506) 


District  Ranger's  Residence 
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As   the  nation's  principal  conservation  Agency,   the 
Department  of  the   Interior  has  basic  responsibilities 
to  protect  and  conserve   land  and  water,   energy  and 
minerals,   fish  and  wildlife,   parks   and  recreation 
areas,   and  to  ensure   the  wise  use  of  all   these 
resources.     The    department    also    has    major 
responsibility   for    American   Indian   reservation 
communities   and   for   people   who   live    in   island 
territories  under  U.S.  administration.   NPS-D-87 


